In answering questions about the exam, it occurred to me that it might be simpler if I provide the 'answers' in the form of a brief study guide and give everyone the benefits of them.  CAVEAT:  you should not take the below comprehensive--it may not include everything you will need to know for the exam.  But you can treat it as an effective guide for your studying:

You should focus on the major terms (bolded and italics) in the K & J book.  Also you should have a good understanding of the major theories/arguments discussed in each of those chapters.  

Focus on:

ELECTIONS

*The constitutional basis for our elections (know that the SMD system in the U.S. is set out by statute -- NOT the Constitution) 

*The difference between single member district, first-past-the-post systems & proportional systems (e.g. PR systems have a close relationship between votes & seats) 

*Definition of plurality voting (most votes) 

*Duverger's Law (i.e. SMD, FPTP lead to a 2 party system) 

*Incumbency Advantage (causes of, exaggerations of) 

*redistricting - definition Baker v. Carr (one person, one vote) -  Senate is the institutional exception to Baker v. Carr

*Gerrymandering:  difference between packing and dilution

CONGRESS

*You need to know very well the process a bill goes through to get to the president (i.e. where it starts, where it most often ends up, how it gets from the committee to the floor, what role the Rules Committee plays, etc.) 

*1st, 2nd, & 3rd readings Definition of Standing Committees

*3 major committees in the House

Senate --

*Filibuster (definition, history of, rules for) Cloture (defnition) UCA (definition, purpose) 

*Conference Committees:  (what they're for -- i.e. to reconcile two bills from the House & the Senate)

PARTIES

*Parties (definition)

*Know the normative arguments regarding parties (Founders said they were bad, political scientists say they're good for responsible party government) 

*Know the 5 characteristics of American parties mentioned in lecture Types of 3rd parties (be able to distinguish between them) 

Know the 3 purposes of political parties (and be able to distinguish between them) Definitions of: Realignment (include critical elections), Dealignment

Median Voter Theorem:  Median voter theory, also known as the median voter theorem and the median voter model, is a famous voting model positing that in a majority election, if voter policy preferences can be represented along one dimension (i.e., if every voter's political ideology can be pinpointed on a line) and preferences are normally distributed, if a voter always votes for the politician (or party) that commits to a policy position closest to their own preference, and if there are only two politicians, then if the politicians/parties want to maximize their number of votes (and are prepared to choose policies purely to achieve this) they should both commit to the policy position preferred by the median voter. This politician/party strategy is the Nash equilibrium of the game (see game theory). If both parties adopt the MV position, then it results in both politicians/parties receiving half the votes, and if either candidate/party deviates to commit to a different policy position, the deviating candidate receives less than half the vote (and thus loses).
To put is simply:  

1) Voters vote for the party closest to them.  

2) 50 + 1 % of the vote must be obtained to win.

3) That point is located in the center.

4) Parties will move to the center in an attempt to capture (win) the median voter, and hence win the election.
Hope this helps.  D.GOOCH 

