	UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI-COLUMBIA

COLUMBIA MO 65211

WWW.MISSOURI.EDU
	[image: image1.png]





TEST # 1 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Read each question carefully.  Consider ALL the options before you choose one.  Some questions have possible responses that may be related to the answer but only ONE is the best answer. So remember to select the BEST answer to that particular question. Each question is worth 2 points for a total of 100 points.

1. If a candidate running for political office must get a plurality of the votes to win, he must:

a. receive a majority of the votes cast in the election

b. receive more votes than any of his other opponents in the election

c. receive two thirds of the votes cast in the election

d. receive a minority of the votes cast in the election

2. Which of the following Supreme Court cases established the controversial ‘right to privacy’?

a. Plessy v. Ferguson

b. Planned Parenthood v. Casey

c. Griswold v. Connecticut

d. Bowers v. Hardwick

3. The laws that required prospective voters to read and interpret passages of the state constitution as a way to exclude blacks from registering to vote were called:

a. White primaries

b. Grandfather clauses

c. Poll taxes

d. Literacy Tests

4.   The Establishment Clause in the Bill of Rights refers to what fundamental right?

a. Freedom of Speech

b. Freedom of Religion

c. Freedom of Press

d. Freedom of Association

5. The author most commonly associated with the theory that society is divided into the masses and elites where the rich elites rule and attempt to maintain the status quo by throwing political ‘bones’ to agitated groups in society is

a. Mancur Olson

b. Robert Dahl

c. J. David Greenstone

d. C. Wright Mills 

6. Which of the following is NOT one of the great texts generally viewed to be integral in influencing the Founder’s thinking in crafting the Constitution?

a. “Second Treatise on Government” by Locke

b. “The Laws” by Hammurabi

c. “Spirit of the Laws” by Montesquieu

d. “The Wealth of Nations” by Smith

7. The failure of the states under the Articles of Confederation to provide food and clothing to the Continental Army is an example of a(n) 

a. externality

b. free-rider problem

c. private good

d. prisoner’s dilemma

8. Of the below, which is NOT a rationale for adopting the Federalist system and abandoning the Articles of Confederation.

a. The Articles of Confederation allowed too much centralization of power in the national government.

b. The Articles of Confederation didn’t allow the national government to create a national army.

c. The Articles of Confederation allowed too much variation in the coinage of money among the states.

d. The Articles of Confederation didn’t allow the national government to collect and levy taxes.

9. A legislative practice in which members of a deliberative body agree to reciprocally support each other’s vote-gaining projects or tax breaks is:

a. Gerrymandering

b. Veto bargaining

c. Logrolling

d. Wood chucking

10. _______________________ are federal laws that assert the national government’s prerogative to control public policy in a particular field.

a. Economic legislation

b. Policy legislation

c. Regulated legislation

d. Preemption legislation

11. The Supreme Court case that referenced the death penalty and the ‘cruel and unusual punishment’ clause in the Constitution is:

a. Miranda v. Arizona
b. Mapp v. Ohio
c. Gitlow v. New York
d. Gregg v. Georgia
PAGE  
1

