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	COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title:  American Government
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POLS 2003
Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
	[image: image2.jpg]





Course Description:  Survey of the American political system, with emphasis on the Constitution, governmental structure, the political process and the economic system.  

ONLINE CLASS
Required Texts

Kernell, Samuel and Gary C. Jacobson.  The Logic of American Politics, 4th  ed.  2008.  Congressional Quarterly Press:  Washington, D.C.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

To survey the American governmental system and the historical events which changed that system.  To promote citizenship through an understanding of American politics.  Students should be capable of demonstrating a knowledge and an understanding of each topic, such as federalism or interest group systems, as well as being capable of demonstrating an understanding of the relationships between and among the various topics in the study of American government.  Students should, for example, be able to evaluate and articulate the impact the constitution has on civil liberties or governmental regulation.  Students should also be able to develop personal political values pertaining to the proper role of government in society.

EVALUATION

1) Exams.  There will be 4 multiple-choice exams that will cover the material for the class up to the point of the test.  The final test is not comprehensive.  It will be given during the final examination period.  

2) Participation.  While we will not be in a real classroom, the online discussion board provides us a virtual forum where questions, comments, and debates on American government, politics, and political science can be had.  Your participation here is required.

COURSE EXAMINATION DESCRIPTIONS:

I have divided this course into three separate sections:  1) Philosophical Foundations of American Government, 2) Civil Liberties & Civil Rights, 3) Public Opinion, Campaigns and Elections, and 4) Congress, Parties & Institutionalism.  At the end of each section, I will give you a one-hundred point multiple-choice exam of fifty questions worth two points each.  The exams will cover the material in that section alone – no comprehensive exams.  

	WEIGHTING SCALE

First Exam
  100 points
Second Exam
  100 points
Third Exam       100 points

Fourth Exam     100 points
Participation       50 points
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INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS

This is an on-line course that involves reading and understanding lecture notes as well as the assigned chapters and then applying this knowledge in written exams.  
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Some additional readings included in the course schedule may require you to go to the library as well.  I also reserve the right to add or change readings during the course of this class.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

Few things make me as unhappy as does cheating. Don't cheat. If you cheat and get caught, you risk an F in POLS 2003 and might even get tossed out of the University. Collusion, as among Major League Baseball owners, is forbidden.  Do your own work.    

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES ASSIGNMENTS / EXAMINATIONS

WEEK 1
Introduction
The Logic of American Politics

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 1.

WEEK 2

Constitution, continued

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 2

Breaking Us In Two: American Federalism 

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 3
TEST 1:  July 17th, 2009
WEEK 3
The Judiciary

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 9

Civil Rights

Readings: 
K&J, Chapters 4

Civil Liberties

Readings:  
K&J, Chapter 5

TEST 2:  July 24th, 2009
WEEK 4
Public Opinion & Mass Media
Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 10 & 14
The Presidency
Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 7

Interest Groups

Readings:  
K&J, Chapter 13

TEST 3:  July 31ST, 2009
WEEK 5
Campaigns & Elections

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 11

Congress

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 6
The Political Parties

Readings: 
K&J, Chapter 12

TEST 4:  August 7th, 2009
THIS IS A PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE ONLY.  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS SCHEDULE AS NEEDED.
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