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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:  Donald M. Gooch

E-mail:  dgooch1@atu.edu
Alt E-mail:  GOOCH1701@hotmail.com
Office:  Witherspoon 257

Office Hours:  MTWRF:  9AM – 11AM
Web Address:  www.donaldgooch.com
	COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title:  
American Political Behavior
Section:  001
POLS  3123
Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
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Course Description:  Survey of the American political behavior with a focus on trends in and determinants of voting, participation, mass / elite linkages, and polarization.  

Class Meeting Days & Times:  T,R 2:30PM – 3:50PM
Room:  Witherspoon Hall 241




Required Texts

Morton, Rebecca.  2006.  Analyzing Elections:  New Institutionalism in American 
Politics.  W.W. Norton & Company:  New York, NY.
Zaller, John.  1992.  The Nature and Origins of Mass Opinion.  Cambridge University 

Press:  Cambridge, MA.

Popkin, Samuel L.  1994.  The Reasoning Voter:  Communication and Persuasion in 
Presidential Campaigns.  University of Chicago Press: Chicago, IL.

Niemi, Richard G. and Herbert F. Weisberg.  Controversies in Voting Behavior, 4th ed.  

CQ Press:  Washington, D.C.

Brady, David and Pietro S. Nivola, ed.  Red and Blue Nation? Volume 1:  Characteristics 

and Causes of America’s Polarized Politics.  2007.  Brookings Institution Press:  

Washington, D.C.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

Note:
Email contacts should be used only for questions that can be responded to briefly. Something requiring a long answer should be addressed during class, office hours, or during a special appointment.

A Thought to Start the Class

By design, the essential role of the public in representative democracies such as the United States is to select leaders by voting in elections. In practice, it is almost the only political activity in which most of us ever become involved. Few give money, work for candidates, or participate in political organizations; fewer still hold elective office. So although voting and related acts of political participation are only a part of our electoral democracy, it is the only part of the governing process in which we play a meaningful role. How Americans make their electoral choices, how they think about public issues, and how they participate in elections are the topics of this course. 

There are three distinct aspects to the course.

First, we will examine widely agreed-upon findings, concepts, and theories on four topics: (1) the prominence of partisanship as the principal orientation voters have toward electoral politics, (2) vote and participation levels and some of its correlates and consequences, (3) popular opinion on some issues, and (4) some prominent theories of how Americans select their candidates (above and beyond party affiliation). 

Second, you will learn (or relearn) some basic data analysis, how to use the SAS data analysis program, and how to present the results of your quantitative analysis. You will develop your data analytic skills through laboratory sessions and three papers that you will write during the semester.

Third and finally, you will put this analytic expertise to work by conducting independent analyses of survey data related to voting, which will be written up in three separate papers. You will use the 2004 American National Election Study Survey (aka “NES 2004”). The NES survey is the most recent of a series of surveys of every national election going back to 1948. It was conducted through the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan. The datasets will be on the Blackboard site. You should copy them to a flashdrive rather than attempt to download them at each use. 
EVALUATION

Grades are determined by your performance on three brief examinations and three papers. Each exam contributes 15 percent of the final grade. The first two papers contribute 15 percent to your grade. The last paper contributes 25 percent to the final grade.

The Exams

The short-answer format examinations are drawn equally from the readings and the lectures. Anyone who misses an exam must have a compelling reason (in my judgment) to be eligible for a special makeup that will be administered at the time of the final examination. Missing exams or a missing paper at the end of the semester will be graded as an "F" when the final grade is calculated. It will be your responsibility to clear this up. There is a strong presumption against Incompletes. You will need a good reason to get one. No one will be permitted to take an early examination, nor can exams be taken at any place other than the sched​uled room (unless they have an ADA exemption) Anyone who cannot take the exams at the scheduled time and place should not enroll in the course.

The Papers

The three papers will contribute 55 percent of the final grade. They will be evaluated by what they indicate about your understanding of the readings (that is, what you write should demonstrate familiarity with and an understanding of the assigned reading), the technical ability that you demonstrate, and the substantive savvy of your analysis. Several other things to note: 

· The papers must be typed.

· The papers will be expected to present in table or graph format the data that you have run for the analysis. You may, if necessary, draw figures or compose tables by hand (they must, however, be neat and complete). You may not cut and paste SAS output into the paper, although I may require you to submit your output with the paper.
· The pages must be numbered..

· The clarity of the writing as well as the grammar, spelling, and so forth will influence the grade. 

· Spell-check the document.

· Democrat/s/ic and Republican/s are proper nouns. You will be penalized for failing to capitalize the words 

· You will quickly learn that party identification and ideology are separate things. You will be penalized for using Democrat/Republican and liberal/conservative in any way that suggests they are interchangeable or equivalent differences.

· Do not write statements for which you do not have evidence. The papers are not exercises in speculation or proselytizing. A bit of speculation is acceptable so long as it is clear to any reader that you know it is speculation and your point is not offered as empirically established. You are expected to conduct balanced, trustworthy, and sensible analyses of the data. Needless to note – but I will – I am the judge of whether what you write is balanced, trustworthy, and sensible.

· I do not care about your political views. If they are all over the paper, your grade will suffer. The papers are not propaganda or venting exercises.

A helpful hint: Imagine that I am your boss; you work for me. You task is to write an analysis of something that I need for an upcoming meeting. You need to make me look smart and informed. If you do, you will prosper; otherwise…..

The Paper Topics

First Paper: The first paper focuses on the impact of party identification on the behavior of voters. You will be given specific instructions to run frequencies for some variables in GSS2006 using SAS. You will also run some crosstabulations among party id, the vote, and some social distinctions. The paper is a report of the results. Your paper must also demonstrate an understanding of the results in terms of the readings of the preceding weeks. You will need to present tables and figures that document and illustrate what you are writing. Additional details will be provided.

Second Paper: You will continue the analysis done for the first paper by revising it and incorporating additional material on the liberal-conservative self-identification of Americans, the relationship of this identification to specific issues areas (social welfare preferences, racial feelings, attitudes on cultural issues, etc). You will incorporate this new material into the first paper and submit a more comprehensive analysis. Note that this paper may not be well-received if all you do is add pages. Additional details will be provided.

Third Paper: You will use the GSS 2006 or the 2004 NES dataset to analyze why some voted for Kerry and others for Bush. This third paper will be the final revision of the effort that began with paper #1. Additional details will be provided.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Some additional readings included in the course schedule may require you to go to the library as well.  I also reserve the right to add or change readings during the course of this class.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

The purpose of the university is to create and disseminate knowledge. Academic dishonesty undermines these fundamental activities and it is a basic offense. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating or knowingly assisting an act of cheating by another; or submitting any written material as one’s work when it has been prepared by or copied from another. A student who has committed an act of academic dishonesty has failed to satisfy a basic performance requirement for this course. The offender should expect disciplinary action. The grade for the course will be affected up to, and including a failing grade for an assignment, examination, or the course. Further, the Provost’s office will be notified. University action should be expected. When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, or collaboration, consult with me. Err on the side of caution, because forgiveness is unlikely.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

It is distracting and discourteous to arrive late or leave during the lecture. You should do neither. Turn your cell phones off.  Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be asked to leave the classroom and may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES ASSIGNMENTS / EXAMINATIONS

SECTION1:  PARTISANSHIP & REALIGNMENT
WEEK 1

Introduction
WEEK 2

Party Identification






N&W PART V: 17, 18, 19, & 20.
WEEK 3A 

The Social Basis of Partisanship & Realignment






N&W PART VI: 21, 22, & 23.
WEEK 3B

 Analyzing the Electorate: Logic and Mechanics





M CH 1 






BB, “A Tutorial on SAS”

WEEK 4A

Analyzing the Electorate: Marginals and Crosstabs

BB, “Single Variable Statistics”

BB, “Two Variable Tables”

WEEK 5B

Lab sessions in Library RM # 334
A handout for the first paper will be distributed. Review as necessary the readings for SECTION 1.
WEEK 5B

FIRST EXAMINATION
SECTION2:  MASS ATTITUDES, TURNOUT & VOTING
WEEK 6

The Character of Mass Attitudes about Politics
BB:  Converse, Philip. 1964. "The Nature of Belief Systems in Mass Publics."






ZALLER – ALL.




NOTE: PAPER #1 DUE AT THE START OF TUES. CLASS
WEEK 7 

Turnout and Participation: The Aggregate Pattern 





N&W PART I: 2.




M CH2  
WEEK 8 

Lab sessions in Library RM # 334
A handout for the second paper will be distributed.

 WEEK 9A

Who Votes: Social Influences on Voting 





BB, “Electoral Mobilization in the United States”. 





Iyengar and Petrocik, “Basic Rule Voting”
WEEK 9B 

The Bias of Turnout





N&W PART I: 3, & 4.  
SECTION3:  MODELS OF VOTING BEHAVIOR
WEEK 10 

The American Voter Model of Elections:  Candidates, Issues, and the 
Vote. 





N&W PART II:  7, 8 & 9.





N&W PART III: 13.





Popkin – ALL.




M CH9




NOTE: PAPER #2 DUE TODAY AT THE START OF CLASS

WEEK 11 

Retrospective Voting: It’s the economy and everything else you 
did. 





N & W PART III:  10, 11.




BB, “PS March 2001”





M CH9
SECTION4:  ISSUES & PARTIES
WEEK 12A 
    
Issues and the Parties: Issue Ownership 

John R. Petrocik, et. al. 2004. “Issue Ownership and Presidential Campaigning, 1952-2000.” Political Science Quarterly (Winter). (on Blackboard)
WEEK 12B  

SECOND EXAMINATION  Time: 11:05 AM – 12:05 PM

WEEK 13A

Candidate Effects

                        


BB, “Candidates and the Electorate”





BB, “Issue Voting: A Further Analysis”


M CH4
WEEK 13B 

Social Welfare Attitudes





BB, “Public Opinion on Social Welfare Issues”

WEEK 14A
 Lab sessions in Library RM # 334 Comparing Variables and Assessing Relationships

BB, “Control Tables” 
SECTION5:  RACE, IDEOLOGY & POLITICAL POLARIZATION
WEEK 14B 

Racial and Ethnic Attitudes




BB, “American’s Views on Racial Issues”
WEEK 15 

Cultural Issues & Polarization




N&B – CH1, 2, & 3 




M CH5

WEEK 16                      Liberal-Conservative Identification and Policy and Social Attitudes





BB, “Group Differences in Political Opinions.”  





Final paper to be turned at the start of class.
FINALS  

THIRD EXAMINATION Time: FINAL EXAM PERIOD. 


 
THIS IS A PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE ONLY.  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS SCHEDULE AS NEEDED.
PAGE  
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