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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:  Donald M. Gooch

E-mail:  dgooch1@atu.edu
Alt E-mail:  GOOCH1701@hotmail.com
Office:  Witherspoon 257

Office Hours:  M 1pm – 5pm, W 1pm – 5pm, T& TR 10am – 11am

Web Address:  www.donaldgooch.com
	COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title:  THE CONGRESS
Section:  
POLS 2003
Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
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Course Description:  This course focuses on the United States Congress ... a unique, important, oft vilified, and usually mis-understood institution.  
Class Meeting Days & Times:  MWF 11:00pm – 11:50pm  

Room:  Witherspoon 273
Required Texts

Dodd, Lawrence C. and Bruce I. Oppenheimer. 2005. Congress Reconsidered. Washington: CQ Press. 8th edition.

Mayhew, David R. 1974. Congress: The Electoral Connection. New Haven: Yale University 

Press.

Sinclair, Barbara. 2000. Unorthodox Lawmaking: New Legislative Processes in the U.S. Congress.  Washington: CQ Press.  3rd edition.

Cox, Gary W. and Matthew D. McCubbins.  1993.  Legislative Leviathan: Party 
Government in the House.  Los Angeles:  University of California Press.

Fiorina, Morris P.  1989.  Congress: Keystone of the Washington Establishment.  New 

Haven:  Yale University Press.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

In attempting to understand why the modern Congress acts (or, often, fails to act) as it does, we will explore a series of related topics.  After taking an overview of  the contemporary institution and placing it in both theoretical and historical context, we will examine the dynamics and implications of congressional elections, internal congressional organization and operations (focusing on committees and party leaders), congressional policy making, the implications of bicameralism, and the interaction of the Congress with other national political actors and institutions.  You should end the semester with both a better understanding of and appreciation for this uniquely American legislature.

EVALUATION

1) EXAMS (40%):  There will be 2 exams, a midterm and a final.  The final is comprehensive.
a. MIDTERM (20%)

b. FINAL (20%)

2) QUIZZES (15%):  We will have regular quizzes on the weekly material taken through blackboard.  While there will not be a quiz every week, you should prepare each week as if there will be.

3) ESSAY (20%):

4) COMMITTEE SIMULATION (25%)  (details TBA)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

Unless otherwise noted, the quizzes will be made available on Friday; you will be responsible for all course materials covered that week (in readings, in lectures, in discussions).  You must complete the quiz in the time allotted.  NO QUIZ MAKUPS.  The quizzes are designed to give you an added incentive to stay current with the readings, to pay close attention in class, and to aid you in preparation for the examinations.  I will drop your two lowest quiz grades before computing your quiz average.  Missed quizzes will be graded as a 0 unless you have a valid (and documented) excuse; missed quizzes may not be made up.  Each quiz will contain an extra credit question drawn from current events. 
The essay assignment will address a topic assigned in class.  It will be due by the beginning of class on Monday, November 14th (the assignment will be made, and posted on the Blackboard site, the previous week).  Papers should be approximately five pages in length.  They must be typed, double-spaced, and use reasonable (e.g., one inch) margins.  Since you will be graded on both style and substance, you should pay close attention to matters of composition, and your papers should be free of grammatical, spelling, and punctuation errors.  Papers submitted after the assigned deadline will be reduced one letter grade for each day (or partial day) they are late.  (N.B. Things get lost.  You are required to keep copies of your papers in case there is any question concerning whether or not an assignment has been turned in.)

The two examinations will consist primarily of essay and identification questions.  The final will be comprehensive.  The final will be held from during the FINAL EXAMS period.  You must bring blank blue books for both examinations.
	WEIGHTING SCALE

MIDTERM
  100 points
FINAL 
  100 points
ESSAY              100 points

QUIZZ                80 points
COM. SIM
  125 points
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Attendance IS MANDATORY.  Beyond that, you will get much more out of this course (including, I would wager, a higher grade) if you attend class regularly, do the week’s reading in advance of class, participate in class discussions, and pay attention to both the instructor and your classmates.

Since this class is being coordinated through Blackboard, you should check the class website regularly (i.e., at least once a week) for announcements.  You should feel free to use the discussion board feature in Blackboard to post any questions you may have about what we have covered in the course, or to make comments about course-related topics.

Turn off your cell phones and/or pagers before class begins.  Do not come to my class late.  Do not leave my class early unless you have discussed with me a valid reason for your departure prior to class.

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

Few things make me as unhappy as does cheating. Don't cheat. If you cheat and get caught, you risk an F in the class and might even get tossed out of the University. Collusion, as among Major League Baseball owners, is forbidden.  Do your own work.   Academic misconduct — defined as appropriating the words, ideas, or work of others and using them as your own through cheating or plagiarism — is something that I will not tolerate.  I will prosecute cases of suspected academic misconduct to the fullest extent of University policy, and that can mean expulsion from the University.   

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be asked to leave the classroom and may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES ASSIGNMENTS / EXAMINATIONS

Week 1 — Administrivia and Introduction





Themes:
Theoretical background



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 23-75


Week 2 — Introduction, continued



Themes:
Historical overview





The “two Congresses”



Readings:
HANDOUT



N.B.: First quiz given at end of class on Friday, August 31st.  

Week 3 — Congressional Elections I



Themes:
Social and political contexts





Recruitment and emergence



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 77-134



N.B. No class on Monday, September 3rd – Labor Day Holiday.

Week 4 — Congressional Elections II



Themes:
Campaigns, voters, and “mother’s milk”



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 77-134


Week 5 — Congressional Elections III



Themes:
Local politics, national pulses



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 135-157


Week 6 — Electoral Connection I



Themes:
Electoral politics and representative government





Individual rewards v. collective responsibilities



Readings:
Mayhew, all


Week 7 — Electoral Connection II



Themes:
Mayhew revisited



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 159-179


Week 8 — Inside Congress I



Themes:
Committees and subcommittees in Congress

Readings:          Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 249-295; Cox & McCubbins 1-79

Week 9 — Midterm Examination



Monday: 
Catch-up



Wednesday:  
Review



Friday: Midterm Examination (bring blue books)

N. B.:  No quiz during week 9.

Week 10 — Inside Congress II



Themes:
Parties in Congress





Congressional leadership



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 181-248; Cox & McCubbins 83-228

Week 11 — Dance of Legislation I



Themes:
How a bill become a law ... in theory



Readings:
HANDOUT


N. B.: Essay assignment posted on blackboard by Monday, October 29th. 



Week 12 — Dance of Legislation II



Themes:
How a bill becomes a law ... in practice



Readings:
Sinclair, all


Class:

COMMITTEE SIMULATION


N. B.: Essay assignment due at beginning of class on Monday, November 5th.   

Week 13 — Congress in the Political System I



Themes:
Congress and organized interests





Influence or access



Readings:
HANDOUT



Class:

COMMITTEE SIMULATION

Week 14 — No class — Thanksgiving Recess 

Week 15 — Congress in the Political System II



Themes:
Congress and bureaucracy



Readings:
Fiorina, all



Class:

COMMITTEE SIMULATION

Week 16 — Congress in the Political System III



Themes:
Congress, presidents, and the presidency



Readings:
Dodd and Oppenheimer, pp. 319-393


Class:

COMMITTEE SIMULATION


Final Examination — FINAL EXAMS PERIOD.  (bring blue books)


THIS IS A PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE ONLY.  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS SCHEDULE AS NEEDED.
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