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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:  Donald M. Gooch

E-mail:  dmg8r8@mizzou.edu
Office:  McClain Hall 111F

Office Hours:  12:30 – 1:25 T / TH

Web Address: www.donaldgooch.com
	COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title:  

Introduction to Political Science

T/TH 1:30 – 2:50 pm

Catalog Number:  171

Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
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Course Description:  Survey of the American political system, with emphasis on the Constitution, governmental structure, the political process and the economic system.  

Required Texts

Shively, W. Phillip.  Power and Choice:  An Introduction to Political Science, 9th ed.


New York: McGraw-Hill Companies, 2003.

Baradat, Leon.  Political Ideologies and Their Origins and Impacts, 8th ed.


Upper Saddle River, NJ:  Prentice Hall, 2003. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course provides an introduction to political science as a field of scientific study.  It will cover a broad array of topics, designed to acquaint the student with the methodology, philosophical underpinnings, conceptual terminology, substantive (or empirical) knowledge of several political systems, and international relations.  

As a course that may be used to fulfill the social scientific mode of inquiry for the Liberal Studies Program (LSP), the introduction to political science aims to ensure that students are

1. Exposed to the major investigative methods, approaches, and theories of political science;

2. Attain familiarity with the major generalizations, discoveries, principles, and concepts of political science; 

3. Understand citizenship and leadership in its broadest meaning for communities, societies, and the global system;

4. Develop skills such as critical thinking and analysis, which are essential preparation for success at higher levels of inquiry in the social sciences. 

As a course that may be used to fulfill the intercultural mode of inquiry for the LSP, the introduction to political science aims to ensure that students acquire

1. A greater knowledge and appreciation of cultural diversity through the study of one’s own and/or other political systems; 

2. A critical, self-reflective understanding of how culture influences intercultural behavior; for example, the impact of one=s cultural heritage on one=s values, aspirations, outlook and appreciation of other cultures and their political systems;

3. A critical, awareness of the political or social ends of culture and cultural diversity, or an increased knowledge of how educated persons may achieve a sense of tolerance and use their awareness to transcend (but not erase) cultural and ethnic differences.  

As a course which may be used to fulfill the communicative mode of inquiry for the LSP, the introduction to political science aims to ensure that students

1. Understand and participate in the process of communication and to examine both the potential and the limitations of any particular medium of communication;

2. Consciously use the communication process to investigate, discover, identify, or create knowledge; 

3. Analyze, critique, and evaluate the communication process among peoples and groups.

EVALUATION

1) Exams.  There will be 3 essay / short-answer exams that will cover relevant class material.  

2) Individual Project Paper:  A handout detailing the expectations for the paper will be handed out later in the class.  The paper will be approximately 10 pages and will consist of a coherent essay that reflects the arguments the student will present in the panel discussion.  

3) Panel Discussion:  to promote active student participation in class discussion, during the course of the term there will be three panel sessions in which students will act as “ experts” testifying before a Congressional Panel.  The three sessions (scheduled for the last three classes of the semester) will cover three different questions 1) Do Terrorists have Rights the State must recognize?   2) Is Democracy possible in Iraq?  3) Where is the Next Front in the War on Terror?    

Each student will be assigned to present on one of the three panels.  IT IS VERY IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THIS EXERCISE IS NOT ABOUT IDEOLOGY.  RATHER IT IS DESIGNED TO BE AN EXERCISE IN LINKING THEMES IN THE CLASS WITH REAL WORLD ISSUES.  To ensure the credibility of evidence employed in your papers, NO web based sources will be used unless cleared with the instructor FIRST.  The paper is due on April 28th, 2005 in CLASS.

	EVALUATION

First Exam
100 pts

Second Exam
100 pts

Third Exam     100 pts

Project Paper   100 pts

Panel Project     50 pts

Participation      50 pts

TOTAL:  500
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Some additional readings assigned during the semester may require you to go to the library as well.  I also reserve the right to add or change readings during the course of this class.  
ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

All work completed for this course should be original and all your own.  This work should be done in response to course assignments / test questions.  Work created for other course may not be ‘recycled,’ although original papers on subjects you have studied/are studying for other assignments in other courses may be allowed after consultation with the instructor.  

If you are unclear about what constitutes academic dishonesty or academic misconduct, please consult the Truman State University Academic Handbook at http://rcp.truman.edu/advhdbk/.  It includes a statement on academic honesty.  In addition, the university’s Academics web page http://www.truman.edu/pages/66.asp includes a statement on academic integrity.   I take plagiarism VERY seriously.  Straighten up and fly right and there’ll be no problems.        

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be asked to leave the classroom and may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”
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TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

I.  Politics, Nationalism, and the Modern State

WEEK 1
Introduction
Shively:  Chapter 1 – Politics and Political Science

WEEK 2

Shively:  Chapter 3 – The Modern State

Shively:  Chapter 4 – What do States do?

WEEK 3

Shively:  Chapter 6 – Political Choices

WEEK 4

Shively:  Chapter 5 – Political Economy

II.  The Citizen and the State

WEEK 4 (con’t)

Shively:  Chapter 9 – Constitutional Designs

WEEK 5

Review for Test

EXAM 1

WEEK 6

Shively:  Chapter 7 – Authority and Legitimacy

Shively:  Chapter 8 – The Democratic Resurgence

WEEK 7

Chapter 8 (con’t) – Non-Democratic Government

III.  Apparatus of Government
WEEK 8

Shively:  Chapter 10:  Elections

Shively:  Chapter 11 – Parties (introduction)

Baradat:  Chapter 6

WEEK 9

Shively:  Chapter 12 – Structured Conflict

WEEK 10

Shively:  Chapter 14 – Parliamentary Government

Shively:  Chapter 15 – Presidential Government

WEEK 11

EXAM 2

IV.  Ideology

WEEK 11 (cont)

Baradat:  Chapter 1 – Ideology

Shively:  Chapter 2 – Modern Ideologies

WEEK 12

Baradat:  Chapter 2 – Political Attitudes

Baradat:  Chapter 3 – Nationalism

WEEK 13

Baradat:  Chapter 4 – Political Attitudes

Baradat:  Chapter 5 – Democratic Capitalism

WEEK 14

Baradat:  Chapter 8 – Marxism and Socialism

Baradat:  Chapter 9 – Socialism after Marx

WEEK 15

PANEL1 

PANEL2
WEEK 16

PANEL 3

REVIEW FOR EXAM (Project Paper Due in Class)

FINAL EXAM:  TUESDAY MAY 10, 1130-1:20
http://www.apsanet.org/PS/sept02/thomas.cfm
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