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On June 5th, 2007, Officers Jerry Orbach and Andy Sipowitz executed a no-knock warrant at 3598 Caleb Lane upon obtaining a warrant from Judge Michael Gooch based on an anonymous tip called into the 21 precinct on June 2nd, 2007.  The tip alleged that one Jamin Quinn was a drug dealer and had a significant stash of cocaine in his home.  The officers claim they shouted “Police” before entry, however, Quinn claims he did not hear them.  Upon entry the officers were assaulted by Quinn, forcing the officers to use a taser to pacify Quinn.  A search of Quinn’s home failed to produce the cocaine; however a 5 ounce bag of marijuana was found on Quinn’s bedroom dresser and confiscated.  Claiming he was conducting a search “incident to the arrest,” Officer Sipowitz searched the files of Quinn’s computer, and found Militia materials that called for insurrection against the United States and threatened to purse a “revolutionary war” against the government of the United States.  The officers proceeded to search the entire home as well as a tool shed located in the back yard, where a .45 pistol was found in a tool box.  Quinn was arrested on June 5th, 2007 for possession of marijuana, possession of an illegal firearm, and assault on a police officer.
Quinn was brought to the 21 precinct in downtown New York for questioning.  Before the interrogation, Quinn was read his Miranda rights.  Upon that reading, Quinn requested to see his brother, a request that was put off by the police officers.  In the course of the interrogation, Officer Orbach informed him that if Quinn told him where the cocaine was that he would probably “get off” with just a misdemeanor charge.  Quinn confessed as to the location of his cocaine (the basement of the apartment building where he serves as a manager).  A subsequent search produced 3 keys of Columbian cocaine.    
Quinn was charged with possession of a controlled substance, possession of a controlled substance with intent to distribute in a trial in federal district court.  Quinn was charged in state court with assault on a police officer, and possession of an illegal firearm.   At the trials, the gun, the bag of marijuana, the keys of cocaine, and Quinn’s confession were admitted.  Quinn was convicted by a jury of his peers, his appeals were denied at the New York State Court of Appeals and the New York Supreme Court.  As to the federal charges, his appeals were denied at the 2nd Circuit of Appeals.  Quinn has appealed to the Supreme Court of the United States for relief, and the two appeals have been merged in to one writ of certiorari requesting review.  
Quinn appeals the conviction alleging the following:  the search was illegal, pursuant to the New York City medical marijuana statute that had been passed in 2006 the marijuana was legally possessed, the interrogation was illegal, that Quinn was denied his right to counsel (his brother is an attorney), pursuant to his Cherokee heritage the marijuana was for religious purposes, the gun and the stash of cocaine were illegally admitted at trial, and that the gun was legally possessed as the NY law forbidding the ownership of handguns in unconstitutional.  
ASSIGNMENT:  WRITE AN APPEALS BRIEF (15-25 pages)  

For the Government:  write a brief covering all the possible legal challenges to the case and craft an argument defending the government’s actions and the conviction of Jamin Quinn.

For the Appellant:  write a brief covering all the possible legal challenges to the case and craft an argument impeaching the government’s actions and request a vacation of the conviction of Jamin Quinn.     

