PS 302 FIRST ASSIGNMENT PART A  (20 POINTS)
INSTRUCTOR:  Donald M. Gooch
September 15th, 2003
Data Measurement I:  Variables & Conceptualizations

We have discussed in class the problems of defining concepts and producing valid and reliable measures of these concepts for the purpose of doing social science research.  Your first assignment will be a 2 part task, the first of which you are receiving this week.  A total of 40 points will be available for both PART A and PART B of this assignment.  PART A is due in my box by 10:00 AM on Monday, September 22nd, 2003 and PART B is due in my box by 10:00 AM on Monday, September 29th, 2003.  You are to work on these assignments on your own.   Any questions or comments should be directed to me or Dr. Endersby.  NOT your fellow classmates.  For the first part of this assignment, choose 2 out of the following 7 concepts for the assignment.

Liberalism

Democratization

Tolerance

Liberty / Freedom
International Conflict OR International Cooperation (cannot do both)
Partisanship

Legitimacy

Capitalism

For the two concepts, you are to complete the following tasks:

1. What is this concept?  Create a short definition of this concept identifying its characteristics / nature.  What distinguishes it from other related concepts?  Is this definition exhaustive?  ( 7 points) 

2. Suggest at least 2 possible specific measurements of this concept.  Discuss its pros and cons.  Are these measures reliable?  Justify your measurement choice in terms of reliability. Are these measures valid? Justify your measurement choice in terms of validity.  (13  points)

All work is to be turned in, typed, and on white typing or copier paper.  No assignments will be accepted through e-mail.  No assignments will be accepted hand-written.  The answer to this assignment should not exceed 550 words. No late work will be accepted without a valid, reliable, and authoritative excuse.  The instructor reserves the right to refuse any late work at his discretion.  
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