I.  DEFINITION OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

1. Academic discipline dealing with the theory and practice of politics and the description of political systems and political behavior.

2. Political Science is a social science concerned with explaining human behavior in regard to politics.

II. SUB FIELDS OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

1. Political Theory
2. American Government:  

3. Comparative Politics  

4. International Relations
5.  Public Administration/Public Policy
6. Methodology:  developing ways to study political science. (Statistical and qualitative methods)

III.  COMPETING THEORIES OF U.S. POLITICS

1. Majoritarian Theory:  

2. Group Theory (Pluralism) 

3. Elite Theory
4. Institutionalism  

5. Four Theories Applied:  Civil Rights.  Civil Rights Act of 1964, Voting Rights Act of 1965.  These laws were intended to deal with the rights of blacks to vote and eat at white restaurants, etc.

IV.  COLLECTIVE ACTION

1. Coordination Problem:  

a. Ex. Game Theory:  The Battle of the Sexes.  

	
	Go to Opera
	Go to Baseball Game

	Go to Opera
	-1, 5
	-10, -10

	Go to Baseball Game 
	-5,-5
	5, -1


2.  Conflict Problem:
b. Ex.  Game Theory:  Prisoner’s Dilemma.  

	
	Don’t Rat
	Rat

	Don’t Rat
	-1,-1
	-10,0

	Rat
	0,-10
	-5,-5


c. Ex.  Game Theory:  Free Rider:  

i. Public Good

ii. Mancur Olson:  “The Logic of Collective Action”

d. Ex.  Tragedy of the Commons 

V.  U.S. Constitution & the founding

1. U.S. Constitution & Madison:  

2. General Definition of ‘constitution’ 

a. Guideline outlining the formal rules and institutions of government and the limits placed on its powers

3. Fundamental law of the country.

i. Judicial Review: 

4. U.S. Constitution

a. 2 general points about the U.S. Constitution - represented confluence of philosophy and politics.
1. Politics influenced the Constitution 

i. Political interests:  

A. North vs. South

B.  Big States vs. Little States

C.  Agriculture vs. Industry

D. Slave vs. Nonslave states

2. Philosophy influenced the Constitution.

i. Montesquieu

ii. Locke

iii. Smith

b. Constitution Continues to Evolve (Dynamic vs. Static Document)

1. Through Amendments (28 Amendments)

2. Through Interpretation:  

c. Alternative Explanations of the Constitution

i. Pluralism 

ii. Elite Theory 

1. Charles Beard’s Argument:  

d. Federalist Papers (10):  The Problem of Factions

i. Pubulis and the fight for the Constitution

ii. Federalist # 10

iii. A Bill of Rights (not in Fed. # 10) to protect individuals from oppression.

