I. PARTIES II OVERHEADS

A. Political Party is an organization formed to contest elections by selecting candidates to run under its own party label.  

B. Party Functions

1. Aggregating interests:  

2. Formulate policy program:

3. Nominating candidates:

4. Running the government:

5. Link gov’t with people: (linkage mechanism) sets up a connection between the elites in government and the mass of people in the electorate

II. PARTY SYSTEMS

A. One Party system:  only one party runs for election or only one party dominates the political system.

B. Two-party system:  where only two parties are viable (are able to garner significant electoral successes).  Ex. United States:  Republicans & Democrats

C. Multi-Party Systems:  A system that has multiple (more than two) viable parties that compete for electoral successes.  Ex. Italy, Netherlands.  In multi-party systems, the tendency is towards coalition gov’t.

III. Why Just Two Parties in the U.S.?
A. Plurality based single member districts instead of proportional voting

B. In SMD’s having, say, 25% of the vote in each congressional district, you would get 0…ZERO seats.  

C. So what happens to extremes?  They join together in a couple of parties (aggregation of interests) in order to win seats.

EX. IMAGINE A 100 SEAT LEGISLATURE

PROPORTIONAL VOTING

	PARTY
	% OF VOTE

 IN ELECTION
	# OF SEATS

IN GOV’T

	Liberals


	20%
	20 seats

	Conservatives
	25%
	25 seats

	Green
	20%
	20 seats

	Communists
	05%
	05 seats

	Fascists
	10%
	10 seats

	Christians
	10%
	10 seats

	Socialists
	10%
	10 seats

	


	
	

	
	
	


D. Normal distribution of ideology 

E. In a normally distributed ideological spectrum, the parties go where most of the votes are (i.e. the median voter).  Downs:  Party platforms tend towards the median voter.

F. Cooptation of Third Parties:  Third parties that garner support among the public with issues/ideas will have the two main parties co-opt (steal) that issue away.  

G. Legal hurdles to Third Parties:  It is difficult for 3rd parties to get on to ballots (to get on Pres. ballot, each 3rd party must go through various procedures, such as ballot signatures, to get on the ballot…while Repubs and Dems get on automatically).  

H. FOUR reasons U.S. has TWO parties:

1. SMD’s

2. Normal Distribution of Ideology

3. Cooptation of Third Parties

4. Legal hurdles to third parties

IV. TYPES OF U.S. THIRD OR MINOR PARTIES

A. Doctrinal:  Has an ideological perspective that they wish to promote (true believers).  Trying to convince the electorate that their ideas are right for the U.S.  Ex.  Libertarian Party, Green Party

B. Personal:  Built around a single individual for some reason or another.  Ex. Bull Moose Party (Teddy Roosevelt), Reform Party (Ross Perot).  

C. Issue:  parties that rise up around one issue that they are promoting.  Ex.  Prohibition Party (ran candidates specifically to end the legal consumption of alcohol), Ex. States Rights Party (the 40’s, against civil rights)

V. PARTY IDENTIFCATION

A. Why one party over another?

1. A person’s parent’s party 

2. Person’s tend to develop psychological attachment to a party 

3. Personal or National events

4. Strong ideological beliefs

B. What social characteristic differences?

	
	REPUBLICAN
	DEMOCRAT
	INDEPENDENT

	GENDER
	
	
	

	Men
	30%
	36%
	34%

	Women
	29%
	40%
	32%

	RACE
	
	
	

	Black
	09%
	70%
	21%

	White
	32%
	34%
	34%

	Latino
	21%
	52%
	27%

	INCOME
	
	
	

	Over $25,000
	33%
	33%
	33%

	Less than $25,000
	24%
	46%
	30%

	AGE
	
	
	

	18-28 
	28%
	35%
	37%

	
	
	
	

	50+
	30%
	41%
	38%


C. Decline over time:

1. Dealignment:  people removing themselves from a particular party and choosing to align with no party (independents)

2. Trend tends to be overstated and may be reversing.

3. Part of what this trend towards independence has led to is split-ticket voting (where you vote for Republicans and Democrats in the same election).  

4. Hardcore voters tend to vote straight tickets. The mushy middle are splitting their tickets

5. And that has led to divided gov’t:  

6. This has increased over time.  Unified gov’ts were more common in the past, but the norm now is divided gov’t.

EPILOGUE on the Party Machine:

· The Party organization was built from the bottom up.

· Lowest level:  precinct (10 blocks or so)

· Next level:  Ward (group of precincts)

· Next level:  District (group of wards)

· Highest level:  County (headed by Richard Daley)

· Precinct chairs and Precinct captains had a job:  bring in votes for the party.  They accomplished this by offering voters various benefits (jobs, money, work in the district, etc).  It was a system of exchange.  You vote for the Democratic party, they would deliver goods.

· The ‘pro’ side:  it was very efficient at getting stuff done (the building projects).

· The ‘con’ side:  not very democratic.  No debate, no Republican say, etc. etc.  Ex.  The City Council Aldermen had to vote the way Daley wanted to.

· This system bread corruption.  

· There were party machines all over.  

· What happened to the party machines?  The corruption and undemocratic nature led to a lot of reforms (journalists hated the machines).  Over time, laws were passed that undercut the ability of the machine to operate its system of exchange.  Civil service laws were passed that made a job dependent on merit (the Civil Service Exam)…which meant the party machine couldn’t give out these jobs anymore.  Thus their support collapses.  Chicago was the last to give up the ‘ghost’ so to speak.

· How did Daley become Mayor?  Behind closed doors the party brought in the incumbent mayor and told him he was done.  This power was taken away from the party and given to institutions like the primary…that put the choice of the nominee in the voters hands rather than the party bosses.  This undercut the party machine as well.
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