Questions on “The Village”

Introduction to Political Science

Prof.  Donald M. Gooch

Instructions:  Write 1 or 2 paragraphs on each of the following questions regarding the film “The Village.”   These answers are due in class on Tuesday, March 1st 2004.  

1. Shively defines authority as “power based on a general agreement 1) that a person or group has the right to issue certain sorts of commands and 2) that these commands should be obeyed.”   Who has authority in the Village?  How can you tell?  Cite a particular instance of the exercise of authority.

2. Is the authority exercised in the Village legitimate?  What evidence would you marshal to support the answer you have chosen?  What features of the society in the Village either support or undermine this legitimacy.  Consider the four sources of legitimacy (results, habit, identity, and procedures) that Shively mentions.   Assess whether these sources are present or not present and explain why.

3. Is there a “democratic citizen” in the Village?  Who is/are he/her/them?  Are they critical citizens?  Why or why not?   
4. What is the political culture of the Village?  What are the agents of political socialization in the Village?  Social capital is defined as “intricate webs of voluntary involvement in organizations that bind people together and give them the political resources and mutual trust that are needed to make any cooperative form of government work.”  Is there an abundance of or a deficit in social capital in the Village?  Explain.

5. Is the Village democratic, autocratic, or somewhere in between?  Justify your answer with examples.  
