PS 2513 Introduction to Political Research

First Paper Assignment

Description: Literature reviews in political science research serve a valuable purpose.

Put simply, a literature review creates a brief summary and evaluation of a body of

work about a specific political research topic. There are many benefits to completing a

literature review. These include: familiarizing yourself with the body of research,

illustrating areas of the research that could be improved, revealing what has already

been successfully published so that your own work is original, and enabling you to

situate your research in a broader context (Knopf 2006). Thus, a good literature

review helps us contextualize the research that follows, which is a helpful exercise for

both authors and audience.

Your task will be to create a brief literature review using some prominent academic

sources published on the research topic that you have chosen. Remember that this

task requires you to develop a specific research topic, which will be narrower in scope

than the topics provided in the first lab meeting. You should concentrate on the overall

argument that each publication develops. You do not have to include all the minor

details of the paper that seem less relevant to the overall thesis.

Beyond the basic summary, literature reviews also attempt to synthesize the

arguments and develop a justification for further research. Possible justifications may

include: a lack of consensus among scholars, significant gaps in our knowledge about

this topic, or a need for further improvement or refinement. You should attempt to

draw out your own justification for additional research on this topic—remember that

this paper is setting the foundation for two additional papers that you will complete

this semester.

Mechanics:

• This paper should be approximately four pages long. Use an appropriate font

and 1 to 1¼ inch margins. Include page numbers on each page of text.

• You should incorporate between six to eight (6-8) academic journal articles and

books in your literature review. You must use a mixture of both types of

sources.

• You must cite all of the sources using proper APSA (American Political Science

Association) citation guidelines. This includes a reference list as well as

parenthetical citations in the paper. 

• This paper (hard copy) is due in class on Tuesday, Sept. 18th 2007. This paper will

be subject to revision. The revised paper is due October 2nd, 2007. (Grades are

assigned after the revised paper is submitted only). You must attach the

original draft of the first paper to the final paper.
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• You must submit an electronic copy of your paper to the Blackboard website

Digital Dropbox, in addition to bringing a hard copy to class.

Grading Criteria:

1. Sources are succinctly summarized and evaluated.

2. Appropriate sources (both number and type) and citation style are used.

3. Includes justification for further research on a specific topic.

4. Well organized; sequence is logical and easy to follow.

5. Clearly written, understandable.

6. No distracting spelling or grammatical problems.
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