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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:  Donald M. Gooch

E-mail:  dgooch1@atu.edu
Alt E-mail:  GOOCH1701@hotmail.com
Office:  Witherspoon 256
Office Hours:  M&W: 1pm – 5pm; T&R: 10:0am-11:00am
Web Address:  www.donaldgooch.com
	COURSE INFORMATION

Course:  Sources/Methods in POLS
Section:  
POLS 2513-001
Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
	




Course Description:  Survey of the research methods in political science.  Includes inference, sampling, modeling, univariate and multivariate statistics.    

Class Meeting D&T:   T&R 11:00am – 12:20pm    Room:  Ross Pendergraft Library 331
Required Texts

Manheim, Jarol B., Richard C. Rich, Lars Wilnat, and Craig L. Brians.  2008.  Empirical Political Analysis: Quantitative and Qualitative Research Methods, (7th Edition)   New York:  Longman.
Schmidt, Diane E.  2005. Writing in Political Science: A Practical Guide, 3rd ed. New York: Longman.  
Delwiche, Lora D.  2003.  The Little SAS Book:  A Primer, 3rd ed.  New York:  SAS Publishing.  
COURSE OBJECTIVES
This course is an introduction to the systematic analysis of political phenomena.  It examines the meaning of “explanation” and “causal reasoning,” and research strategies designed to make valid causal inferences.  The course reviews experimental design, measurement, quantitative and qualitative research methods, hypothesis formulation and testing, and the display of information.  For illustrative purposes, the instructors provide substantive examples from several fields of political science (primarily American politics and international relations as well as comparative politics and public policy).  The goal of the course is to prepare political science students for the more analytical upper-level political science courses, to improve their research skills, and to increase their ability to make valid causal statements about political events and behaviors.  

Students will acquire skills useful for more advanced courses as well as for successful careers.  

This is also a writing intensive course.  Effective writing is encouraged through several writing assignments that require you to think clearly and express your thoughts concisely.  Eschew obfuscation!  

Lab Work will be a key component of your success in this class as well as your grade.  Social science is an applied discipline, thus it is essential to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary for research design and implementation.  This course will set you on the path to those skills.
EVALUATION

Two exams, a midterm and a final, will be partly MC but will also include short answers and/or essays.  There will be three short (approximately four or six pages) papers, each to be revised and resubmitted.  For each of the three papers, a student makes an initial submission, receives comments on the paper, and submits a subsequent and final revision.  There will also be exercises in labs, some of which will have a writing component.  You are expected to attend the lectures, your labs, and to participate in the exercises in the labs.  

As this is a writing intensive course, writing assignments account for a substantial component of the course grade.  Moreover, the writing assignments are intended to be vehicles for learning the material covered in the course.  Each student will choose from a list of research topics provided in the second lab meeting, and this research topic will serve as the theme for all writing assignments.  

Each of the three short papers will be submitted twice.   After your initial submission, your paper will be returned to you with comments regarding content and style.  You must then rethink and revise your original paper (not merely correcting grammatical and stylistic errors).  Your final grade will be assigned following the subsequent and final revision.  Due dates for first and second versions of the papers will be set later in the course.  You must return your first version to receive a grade on the second version.  

Following the selection of your research topic, the first paper allows a brief discussion of relevant literature to guide future writing assignments.  The purpose of the paper is to synthesize argument within the literature on your research topic and justify new research.  The second paper asks you to consider a political phenomenon and to define and defend an objective measurement of that phenomenon.  The intent is to learn how difficult it can be to operationalize and measure what we often consider commonly observable.  The second paper also requires you to consider certain types of methodological approaches frequently used in Political Science and to evaluate how appropriate the methods are for given contexts.  The goal is to show how some methods are better under some circumstances, but that there is no “best” methodology.  The third paper lets you create and evaluate quantitative data presentation (figures, tables, or statistics) in order to communicate information effectively to the reader (or hearer).  You will locate and analyze data, create and perform an appropriate method of presentation, and discuss its relative merits.  Further information on specific writing assignments will be given in class and labs and available from the class site on Blackboard.  

Grading Policy: 

Final course grades are computed from all required work as follows

Two Exams
15 % each 
30 % total

First and third writing assignments
15


Second writing assignment
15
45

Labs, attendance, & weekly exercises
15
15

Total Grade
100 %
100 %

Attendance and participation are necessary for a good experience in this course.  Overall course grades will be reduced by one percentage point for each absence above four.  Labs (and classes) will include several in-class exercises, evaluated solely on participation.  You must submit written assignments by the due dates below; late assignments will not be accepted.  No make-up examination will be given. 

	
	


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Some additional readings included in the course schedule may require you to go to the library as well.  I also reserve the right to add or change readings during the course of this class.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

Few things make me as unhappy as does cheating. Don't cheat. If you cheat and get caught, you risk an F in the class and might even get tossed out of the University. Collusion, as among Major League Baseball owners, is forbidden.  Do your own work.    

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be asked to leave the classroom and may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”

	SCHEDULE OF

· ACTIVITES
· ASSIGNMENTS

· EXAMINATIONS

	




Readings refer to chapters or sections in the Johnson, et al. (J) or Schmidt (S) texts. All readings on the following list should be completed by the first class date shown.  Exams will be held in class, papers will be submitted to the instructor.  Of course, the following schedule serves only as an outline and readings and homework may deviate slightly from this schedule as the semester progresses. 

	Week
	
	Topic
	Readings



	1
	
	Course Introduction; The Research Process
	M1


	2
	
	Thinking Systematically about Politics; A Science of Politics

Select research topic 


	M2


	3
	
	Literature and Internet Searches for Political Science Research
	M3&M4


	3

4
	
	Operationalization and Measurement

Paper 1 first submission


	M5


	4

5
	
	Research Design


	M6


	5
	
	Sampling
	M7

	6
	
	Survey Research I

Paper 1 final draft
	M8


	7
	
	Scaling Techniques and Content Analysis

Paper 2 first submission


	M9 & M10


	8
	
	Reporting Results; Writing and Evaluating the Research Report


	M22


	9
	
	Midterm Exam
Aggregate Data and Collecting Quantitative Data


	M11


	10
	
	Comparative Political Analysis 

Paper 2 final draft

	TBA


	11
	
	Data Presentation and Description


	M14


	12
	
	Summarizing Distributions of One Variable

Significance Tests
	M16


	13
	
	Making Correct Inferences; Relationships between Two (or More) Variables

Paper 3 first submission


	M17


	14
	
	Formal and Mathematical Models
	Schrodt (on-line)



	15
	
	Sophisticated Multivariate Analysis
Paper 3 final draft


	M18

	Finals
	
	Final Exam
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