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INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION

Name:  Donald M. Gooch

E-mail:  dgooch1@atu.edu
Alt E-mail:  GOOCH1701@hotmail.com
Office:  Witherspoon 256
Office Hours:  M 1pm – 3pm, W 1pm – 4pm, T& TR 11am – 12pm / 3pm – 5pm
Web Address:  www.donaldgooch.com
	COURSE INFORMATION

Course Title:  State & Local Gov’t
Section:  
POLS 3033
Prerequisites:  None

Semester Credit Hours:  3
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Course Description:  Survey of the American state & local political system, with emphasis on federalism, governmental structure at the state and local levels, the political process and the policy process.  

Class Meeting Days & Times:   MWF 11:00am – 11:50am
Room:  Tomlinson 121
Required Texts

Dye, Thomas R. and Susan A. MacManus. 2007. Politics in States and Communities, 12th ed.  New York:  Prentice Hall.
Rosenthal, Alan. 1998. The Decline of Representative Democracy: Process, Participation and Power in State Legislatures. Washington, DC: CQ Press.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

This course is an introduction to the study of the political processes, structure, and development of state government systems.  We will examine the role states play in the American federal system of government.  The course is divided into 3 main sections: 1) Comparison of state governments and political cultures; 2) Structure and function of state government systems; and 3) Role local communities play in the state context.  Particular emphasis will be placed on Arkansas state government and political processes.

EVALUATION

1) Exams.  There will be 4 multiple-choice exams that will cover the material for the class up to the point of the test.  The final test is not comprehensive.  It will be given during the final examination period.  

2) Participation.  You are expected to attend class.  You are expected to do the assigned readings be prepared to answer questions and discuss the readings.  I will grade you on your participation and attendance.     
3)  City Council Simulation.  The final quarter of the semester will include a class project where we will simulate a City Council, electing a mayor, council members, etc.  More details will be provided as we get closer to the simulation date.
	WEIGHTING SCALE

First Exam
  100 points
Second Exam
  100 points
Third Exam       100 points

Fourth Exam     100 points
Participation
    50 points
Simulation          50 points 
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Most of this class will be lecture with some in-class discussion.  I expect you to finish the readings assigned for each day before you come to class and be prepared to discuss the readings.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION / INSTRUCTIONS

Some additional readings included in the course schedule may require you to go to the library as well.  I also reserve the right to add or change readings during the course of this class.  

ACADEMIC HONESTY: 

Few things make me as unhappy as does cheating. Don't cheat. If you cheat and get caught, you risk an F in the class and might even get tossed out of the University. Collusion, as among Major League Baseball owners, is forbidden.  Do your own work.    

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT: 

If you have particular needs that must be met to complete this course successfully, please see me. Every reasonable effort will be made to accommodate you. 

STUDENT CONDUCT:

Students must conduct themselves so other students are not distracted from the pursuit of learning.  Discourteous or unseemly behavior will not be tolerated.  Faculty members, staff and other students are to be treated with courtesy and respect.  If unacceptable behavior occurs, the student may be asked to leave the classroom and may be subject to disciplinary action up to and including being dropped from the class with a grade of “F.”
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SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITES ASSIGNMENTS / EXAMINATIONS

WEEK 1

Introduction
Politics in States in Communities
Readings:
Dye Chapter 1

WEEK 2

State Constitutions

Readings: 
Dye Chapter 2
WEEK 3


The Battle over Federalism

Readings: 
Dye Chapter 3



Rosenthal Chapter 1
WEEK 4


Finish Notes, Review


Test 1
WEEK 5

Who Participates in State Politics?
  
Readings: 
Dye Chapter 4




Rosenthal Chapter 6
WEEK 6

State Political Parties
Readings:
Dye Chapter 5




Rosenthal Chapter 5
WEEK 7

Legislators
Readings: 
Dye Chapter 6




Rosenthal Chapter 4
WEEK 8

Finish notes, Review

TEST 2
WEEK 9

Governors
Readings: 
Dye Chapter 7



Rosenthal Chapter 9
WEEK 10

The Bureaucracy

Readings: 
Dye Chapter 8

WEEK 11

The Courts
Readings: 
Dye Chapter 9
WEEK 12

Finish Notes, Review

TEST 3
WEEK 13


Governing America’s Communities


Readings: 
Dye Chapter 10



Rosenthal Chapter 2

WEEK 14


Participation in Community Politics & Metropolitics

Readings:
Dye Chapters 11 & 12

WEEK 15

Politics and Civil Rights; Politics and Education
Readings: 
Dye Chapters 15 & 16

EXAM WEEK

TEST 4
THIS IS A PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE ONLY.  THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MAKE CHANGES TO THIS SCHEDULE AS NEEDED.
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